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milestone for SpaceX?
Last week, a Falcon 9

rocket delivered a batch
of satellites to orbit for

Iridium Communications
– and the next on its list

of customers is NASA. On
Wednesday, SpaceX

launched the 16th and
last of its Falcon 9
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rockets from Cape
Canaveral, Fla., carrying
the Air Force’s NROL-61
radio communications
mission into orbit. The

16th mission – scheduled
for launch no earlier than
1 a.m. Sunday – will be

used to demonstrate the
readiness of SpaceX’s

rocket for satellite launch
and the company’s
efforts to deploy a

satellite internet system
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by 2015. “We’re really
only a few days away

from the final launch for
SpaceX’s Falcon 9,” said
John Elbon, director of

business development for
SpaceX’s advanced

programs, in an interview
with GeekWire. Elbon

says SpaceX is already
working on the next

flight. “We’re planning
the fourth flight of the

year, which would be in
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less than a month,” Elbon
said. Elbon refused to

reveal the satellite
payload of the fourth

flight, which is tentatively
scheduled for Aug. 1. The

32nd Falcon 9 rocket,
carrying 11 satellites for
SpaceX’s planned $1.6
billion satellite internet
project, is scheduled to

launch from Vandenberg
Air Force Base in

California on Sept. 25.
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Elbon says SpaceX has
flown more than 70

missions since 2010 and
continues to make good
on its promise to fly its
rockets and recover its
boosters 90 percent of
the time. SpaceX also
continues to work with

the Air Force, which was
the first customer to
receive a Falcon 9.

SpaceX agreed to buy
the first batch of re-used
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rocket boosters from
NASA, which used to
launch the U.S. space

shuttle program, to help
cover the expense of the

rocket program. “It’s
been a very positive

experience so far,” Elbon
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Trustees put in a strong showing in Washington, D.C. by Lindi Ledbetter,

Trustee of the San Diego Memorial Foundation When I joined the Trustees of
the San Diego Memorial Foundation this fall I did so with strong support from
our Foundation, the good folks at the San Diego County Historical Records, U-

T, other media and of course our loyal membership. The SDM-F is a 501c3 non-
profit corporation whose primary purpose is to support and find a permanent

resting place for the remains of those who served in our country’s military and
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who gave their lives in support of our freedoms. In recent years the San Diego
area has lost more than 25% of the National Guard and active duty personnel,
leaving thousands of family members to face uncertainty regarding their loved
one’s final resting place. The San Diego Memorial Foundation is one of only a

few fundraising organizations dedicated to finding burial space for our war
dead. So, when a planning committee was formed to review the criteria and

process for selecting a suitable location, I looked at the evidence and
recommendations from the San Diego County Public Health Department (STD)
and the San Diego County Veterans Cemetery (SDCVC). I learned of the newly
approved National Cemetery site near the home of Col. Richard D. Stevenson,

an officer in the Grey Fox Golf and Country Club who died in 2003. Col.
Stevenson left a lasting legacy to the community in his dedicated work for the

SDM-F and his family. After years of dedicated service to our country, Col.
Stevenson, his wife, and their children created the Stevenson Family Memorial

Golf Course with the help of several fellow citizens of San Diego. The 18th
hole’s Cabrillo Memorial Stone (for those who served during the Vietnam War)
is the only memorial of its kind left in the county. At the same time, the SDCVC

was seeking to reach out to other veterans in need of memorialization. The
Veterans Gravesite Committee (VGC) was formed to fulfill that need. At the

same time Col. Stevenson’s family initiated the Education and Training
Division, enabling children of our military to learn about the importance of a
national cemetery to veterans’ final resting places. The committee, which

included several members of the San Diego County
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